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It could have been like 
this … entirely black and 
white ! 
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The Cross of Christ  
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The Church is born  
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The Travels of Paul  

����������� � �������� 
������������� � ��� �

����������� � �������� � ��������� � ��� �

Paul to the Churches  
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Live the Challenge this Lent. 
A six week opportunity to explore something of the monastic way of life in your own 
context and among your friends and contacts. 
 
rhythm and prayer , community and hospitality , study and action   
Choose what works for you and make a difference, in, and through, your life  ... 

Take time each day to stop, think, pray and to live God’s love. Sign up to receive a daily 
email or text or follow on twitter; a verse, a brief reflection, an image and a challenge.   
Or download a weekly sheet with the verses and reflections. 
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Take time with others each week to meet, eat, pray and take action. 

Download for each week: 

·  a short liturgy to pray together 
·  a recipe for a meal to eat together 
·  a reflection to think together,  and 
·  a challenge to act together 

The Lent Challenge is a joint initiative between the 
Dioceses of St Albans and Belize.  
Enjoy pictures, reflections and recipes from Belize. 

 Sign up and find more information at www.livethechallenge.co.uk.   
(If you have registered for the Challenge in the past you do not need to sign up again; you will 
receive the emails, unless you have chosen to unsubscribe.) 

 Download weekly material at  www.livethechallenge.co.uk/download/ 
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The Jacaranda Project Swaziland 2000-2012 

 
Sr Dorothy Stella                                                  Sr Carole 
(Prioress of OHP)   

 
In 2000 Sister Dorothy Stella and Sister Carole of the Order or the Holy Paraclete, 
Whitby, were working in Manzini, Swaziland, Dorothy Stella as Principal of Manzini 
Industrial Training College and Carole as Chaplain to the University. 
Three orphaned girls aged 9, 7 and 5 were living in a shed after their parents had died 
from AIDS related illness and the Police asked the Sisters to care for them. They 
borrowed a house, a 20 minutes drive away, from a local Priest for the girls and soon 
the numbers of orphans increased to 20. 
They made an appeal for funds to purchase a house next to theirs in Manzini and St 
Luke’s was among the many churches who responded and they were able to buy their 
first house. A few years later they bought another house next door and then the whole 
Project moved to Bulembu in the North of Swaziland. The ‘Village of Hope’ as Bulembu 
was called is run by Bulembu Ministries Swaziland (BMS) which is funded mainly from 
the USA. 
Jacaranda, still run by OHP, had increased to three houses for the girls and BMS 
wanted to take over and absorb them into its jurisdiction.  For several years the Sisters 
rejected this but have now agreed and Jacaranda girls have transferred entirely to 
BMS. It has been a slow transition with the full co-operation of the girls who are now 
happily settled with their house mothers. 
Sr Dorothy Stella became Prioress of the Order 6 years ago, returning to Whitby, and 
Sr Karan took her place at Jacaranda. The process of handing over the administration 
to BMS was completed in January and Dorothy Stella spent the month in Bulembu 
over-seeing the hand-over. All three Sisters returned to Whitby on February 3rd having 
said goodbye to friends in Swaziland. They have given hundreds of girls a secure future 
over the 12 years and many are now in self-supporting employment. Thanks for your 
help!            
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World Record for Fairtrade Cotton Bunting    1 January 2012 

The Guinness Book of Records has recently ratified the longest line of Fairtrade Cotton 
Bunting ever at 3,427 metres. This record breaking line was exhibited at Battersea Park 
on World Fairtrade Day 14 May 2011. 
 
Campaigners from Watford took part in 
preparing the flags for this World Record 
attempt at St Luke’s Church,  Watford at the 
launch of Fairtrade Fortnight in March. 
Speakers at the event included Baroness Sal 
Brinton, Elected Mayor Dorothy Thornhill and 
Fairtrade Farmer from Uganda John 
Kabyetsiza. His 8000 strong co-operative in 
Uganda supplies Fairtrade dried fruit to the UK. 
The Fairtrade Foundation gathered together 

over 130,000 Fairtrade Cotton 
Bunting flags which had been 
decorated by supporters from 
all over the UK, including 130 
flags decorated by Watford 
supporters.  Battersea Park 
saw the result of all these 
bunting flags, on World 
Fairtrade Day in May as  3.427 
metres of bunting was laid out. 
All 130,000 Fairtrade Cotton 
flags had been decorated by 

supporters in the 530 Fairtrade Towns across the UK. 
 
Cotton Farmers in West Africa, where very high quality cotton grows, have been 
suffering from unfair trade practices for the past decade. Government subsidies totalling 
over $31bn have been paid to farmers in USA and Europe, enabling them to sell cotton 
at very much lower prices. This caused world cotton prices to fall below a sustainable 
level. The EU now pays out $2.51 per pound of cotton to support its 100,000 cotton 
growers; this is above the market price for cotton. 
 
The Fairtrade Cotton Bunting event in Battersea Park highlighted these inequalities and 
unfairness in World Trade. Watford supporters of Fairtrade will continue to campaign for 
trade justice with a fairer, level playing field in world trade and ask readers to do the 

same. 
 

Brian Mee 
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‘LET  JUSTICE  PREVAIL’ 
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