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Classics, Chick Lit, Theology, Crime, Sci
Fi, Spirituality, Biography, Christian Life -
we’ll try anything!

Despite Oprah or Richard & Judy most
! "H# books become well known and loved
% & because someone recommends them to
$ "I $! others. How about coming along to 73
Cassiobury Drive on Tuesday August 30™
at 8pm to share a book you love? St
Luke’s Book Club is open to all and we
aim to read a variety of categories which
Hope for the homeles will be chosen as we go along. We'll
meet approximately every 6 weeks and if
you don't like the book and can't finish it,
that’s fine, just come and tell us why! We
have had lively discussions and laughter
over our past few titles.

5

David Blair has been leading this group
but, with his recent house move, we are
starting again so if you or your friends are
avid readers this is the ideal time to join
us.

I"#$%H

Read Any Good Books Recently? Maggie Rumsey

[ % "#0 1"

% % % - % & 1/,
2 %! & " 1 /B) >@ C/

& " * &l & %" %!
8 * & % & * $ &% ! % -
% &% 1$ ) (% /

$ & " %/ %
*O* ! "ol & )

% % " % "% S

~

Ro
=S

% %* % ! !

*
[ep}
O

I/*

Ll e dedddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddeddddedddddddddedddeldededdtdd
IR R N N N N S R N N

4
PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PP PPV



Vol 2 25 2a 2 2 2 Ja 2 2 s a2 2 2 a2 2 a Ja 2 2 a2 2 2 2a 2 Tn Jn 2 2 2 2 a2 2 2 2 2 2a 2a Ja 2 2 2 2 2 2 da da VA

Baclmintion & Table Fennis Club o Friday 9ty Septeimber
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LIFE

IS WORTH
EXPLORING

THE 2011 ALPHA INVITATION tipha

Alpha Course at St Luke’s, Autumn 2011!
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3 ,
If God did exist what would you ask?

Over 2 million people in the UK and 15 million worldwide have attended an Alpha
course, an opportunity to explore the meaning of life, running in tens of thousands
of churches of all denominations across the world. Alpha is open to anyone, and
takes place in a relaxed setting over ten thought-provoking weekly sessions, with
a day away. People come from many different backgrounds and hold many
different viewpoints.

Don't grapple with these questions on your own. The Alpha Course is being run by
St Luke’s Church on a Wednesday evening in the Autumn term 2011. Don't worry
- the Alpha Course is a no pressure course, which means we won’t chase you up
if you decide not to come back. So why not join us for the evening and decide for
yourself!

What is an Alpha Course and what's involved?

Alpha is a ten week course which covers the basic beliefs of the Christian faith.
We hope to help people understand better the teachings of Jesus by enabling
participants to explore further the subjects being taught and to express their
hopes or concerns as the course unfolds.

Each week, the evening begins at 7.30pm with a meal - a great chance to get to
know others in the group! Following the meal, there is a talk looking at a different
aspect of the Christian faith followed by discussion in small groups of 6-10 people.
The whole evening will be finished by 9.45pm.

This is your chance to ask your questions and help each other to discover some
answers. There is no question too simple or too challenging at the Alpha Course!

Who is Alpha for?

Alpha is for everyone, but especially:
Those wanting to investigate Christianity
Newcomers to the church
Those who want to brush up on the basics of the Christian faith
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What does the course cost?

There is no charge for the course, however you are welcome to make voluntary
contributions towards the cost of food if you can afford to do so.

When is the course?

There is an introductory supper and talk on the Alpha course at 7.30pm, 28"
September 2011 in the Church lounge. The main course begins the following
Wednesday evening, 5™ October (same time) and runs for ten consecutive
Wednesday evenings, finishing on the 7" December.

In addition, we have a “day away” on Saturday 5™ November at Latimer Park,
near Chesham, where we have more time and space to discuss and reflect on
select issues.

What are the topics?

Week 1: Who is Jesus? (5 Oct)

Week 2: Why Did Jesus Die? (12 Oct)

Week 3: How Can We Have Faith? (19 Oct)

Week 4: Why And How Do | Pray? (26 Oct)

Week 5: Why And How Should | Read The Bible? (2 Nov)

Week 6: How Does God Guide Us? (9 Nov)

Week 7: How Can | Resist Evil? (16 Nov)

Week 8: Why And How Should | Tell Others? (23 Nov)

Week 9: What About The Church? (30 Nov)

Week 10: How Can | Make The Most Of The Rest Of My Life (7 Dec)

There is also an Alpha day away (Saturday, 5 November) where we explore
topics such as:

Who is the Holy Spirit?

What does the Holy Spirit do?
How can | be filled with the Holy Spirit?

Do | need to book?

If you're planning to attend it would help us to know how many people to expect.
To book your place on the next Alpha course, please contact the Church Office on
01923 — 246161.

1
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A briefing to help your church make

the most of this unique opportunity

Hear how churches responded at past Games — from
Atlanta to Beijing — through outreach, hospitality and
service

Learn of the tested programmes, and resources for all
ages, to be available through More Than Gold

Identify the most appropriate response and
involvement for your church — and dream a little of what
could be done

Admission FREE (a thank offering will be taken)

!
What is More Than Gold®
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John Stott: 1921-2011

[Adapted from a tribute by Mark Greene —
London Institute of Contemporary Christianity]

John Stott died on #7July 2011, peacefully in St Barnabas, the carechoimere
he's spent the last few years. Here was a godlyinaszed.

And a friend to hundreds of thousands of people - through gracious word spoken eye to
eye, through gracious word spoken from platforms, and through gracious word written in
many books. But, in whatever context, John's words were clean with a joyous clarity,
crafted in prayer, and offered back to the Spirit who shaped them for His purposes - for
the honour of Jesus' name and the glory of the Father.

When John spoke, there was never any doubt whose messenger he was.

In even trying to encapsulate John's achievements and his character, it's hard to know
with which to begin. His extraordinary undertakings in biblical scholarship, in thought
leadership, in growing a local church, in building up evangelicals in the Church of
England, in reshaping international mission to include social action, in creating an
international movement of evangelicals - all this make his graciousness, meekness and
humility seem all the more remarkable. Similarly, his graciousness makes his
achievements seem all the more extraordinary - how, from a human point of view, did
such a gentle, kind man manage to help gather so many to fresh missional purpose and
radical cooperation? Jesus, would be his answer, I'm sure.

John was one of the founders of LICC, its first Director and President until his death. He
saw the urgent need to enable Christians to integrate their faith with their whole life - at
work as well as in the neighbourhood, in the lecture theatre as well as in the sanctuary.
And he led and shaped LICC to develop and offer wisdom to Christians from all over the
world and from all kinds of professional and ecclesiastical contexts. He maintained a
vigorous interest in our work and when we last visited him, his delight at our progress in
the cause and his concern to see LICC continue to flourish were gleamingly evident.

There is indeed so much about John to give thanks, and praise, to God for.
But this is also a time of grief for us, and for many, many people.

May the God of all comfort, grant you his comfort at this time.
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“O Lord God Almighty, who is like you? You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness surrounds
you.” Psalm 89

Whether in worship at the start of our meeting or in discussing items on this month’s agenda, there
was a great sense of joy in seeing all that God is doing at St Luke’s at the moment. We are looking
forward to the Church’s weekend away in September, when the theme will be about how we are
Christians in our everyday lives. This will be part of our thinking about St Luke’s mission action plan,
as the Bishop of Hertford will be our weekend speaker and also visitor to our next PCC meeting on
Thursday, 22" September.

Church finances are in a healthy state at present, with the exciting prospect of having an extra
thousand pounds to give away by the end of the year, if we are to maintain our principle of donating
10% of the church’s annual income.

The new working groups are getting underway, with reports from two of them:
Partners in Mission now have a new chairman, Robert Chapman. Their committee still has
room for more members from the rest of the congregation or, better still, why not become
involved in one of the many Christian initiatives in Watford? The PCC asked the working
group to help us to improve our involvement with our mission partners and to consider extra
causes which we might support. Perhaps you have a particular society which you feel
deserves more support? — do let PiM know.
Paul Rogers is our Gold Champion who is leading the More than Gold group for St Luke’s.
There are plenty of ways to be involved in the run up to the Olympics, whether we consider
ourselves sporty or not. More details will be available on Sunday, 2" October. St Luke’s will
be hosting an event with a Christian Olympic gold medallist on 13" May next year. Please
remember to keep that date free and think whom you would like to invite.

The Vicar's Report mentioned a whole variety of recent events:
Grace’s joyful priesting at the Abbey, the cheerfully re-arranged Fathers’ Day service when it
was rained off, the well-attended Christians Across Watford service at the Bandstand and the
immensely worthwhile Bereavement Course held here for the whole Watford Deanery.
The staff will be discussing feedback about our extended monthly prayer meeting, Focus, in
time for the next one in the autumn term.
The PCC were informed about the plans for Charley Nixson, as she changes from being this
year’'s Associate Youth worker to attending Ridley College, Cambridge for the next three
years. St Luke's will be her placement church as she studies for a degree in Children and
Youth Ministry.
We heard about Neil & Charley’s plans for the youth groups in the autumn. They are adapting
meeting times to suit the large numbers in Rock Solid and the smaller numbers in K2.
St Luke’s will be registering with the “We Love our Youth Worker” scheme to ensure that we
support Neil, Charley and Jenny with the best possible practice.

The Diocesan Synod representatives enthusiastically spoke about the revamped, well-illustrated
Annual Report. Copies of this are now available in the Gathering Area.

The Watford Deanery representatives reported back from the recent meeting with Revd. Jay MacLeod,
“Christian Mission in Multi-Faith Watford — Presence and Engagement”. St Luke’s parish has more
than 10% of its residents who are from other faith communities and we will be thinking how to promote
community cohesion on the Cassiobury Estate.

This church is a great place for all to meet. We need to keep it in good condition so some painting
and decorating will have taken place during August. Thank you to all those who volunteered.

Mary Bowen
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Kiddies corner —how many
pictures of Grumpy can you find

In this edition of St. Luke 'S
News? There is a Prize for the

first correct answer given to

Jenny Stromberg
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